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MRS.  ELIZABETH  CADY  STANTON 

,At  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House,  New  York  City,  on  her  eightieth 
birthday,  Nov.  12,  1895. 


In  thanking  the  friends  present,  and 
through  the  press  the  many  clubs  of 
women  throughout  the  country  who  are 
•elpbrating  my  birthday  to  night,  and  in 
repponse  to  the  many  letters  and  telegrams 
I  have  received  from  the  Old  World  and 
the  New,  I  would  say  to  one  and  all  that 
In  demanding  justice  and  equality  for  all 
-^SrSSggs,  I  ccs^rcd  larger  lilserticCi  lor 
myself. 

I  am  well  aware  that  all  these  public 
demonstrations  are  not  so  much  tributes 
to  me  as  an  individual  as  to  the  great  idea 
I  represent  —  the  enfranchisement  of 
women. 

It  is  a  long  time,  near  half  a  century, 
since  a  few  persons  met  in  1848,  in  a  lit  le 
Methodist  church  in  Seneca  Falls,  to  dis- 
«u8a  the  status  of  women  under  the  laws 
of  New  York. 

That  was  the  first  woman's  rights  con- 
Ten  tion  ever  held  in  the  world.  ...  A 
declaration  was  read  and  signed  by  most 
of  those  present,  and  a  series  of  radical 
resclutions  adopted.  But  the  majority  of 
women  ridiculed  the  idea  of  political 
rights  for  themselves,  the  press  carica- 
tured the  convention,  the  pulpit  de- 
nounced it,  and  some  who  took  part  with- 
drew their  name*,  and  appeared  no  more 
on  our  platform.  But  above  this  wave  of 
petty  clamor,  that  rolled  from  Maine  to 
Louisiana,  arose  the  clarion  voice  of 
Phillips:  "This  is  the  inauguration 
of  the  most  momentous  reform  yet 
launched  upon  the  world,  the  first  orga- 
nizfd  protest  against  the  injustice  that  has 
Ojouued  fur  ages  over  i,'ue  character  and 
destiny  of  one-half  the  human  race." 

Within  two  years  conventions  were 
held  in  half  a  dozen  different  States,  letters 
of  sympathy  eame  from  women  in  this 
•ountry,  from  Italy,  France  and  Germany, 
all  takirg  an  active  part  in  the  revolutions 
of  1848.  Just  at  that  time,  too,  the  earth- 
quakes began  in  California,  showing  that 
old  mother  earth  Bympaih'zed  in  the 
general  upheaval,  In  the  rebellion  of  her 
daughters  against  the  creeds  and  codes 
and  customs  of  tfiete  civilizations.  And 
the  invisibles  began  at  that  time  to 
knock  and  move  tables,  gradually  awaken- 
ing a  dtep  interest  in  psychological  mani- 
festations. But  I  will  not  use  any  of  my 
aUotted  time  in  dwelling  on  the  past  and 


noting  the  steps  of  progress,  except  to  say 
that  James  Mott,  a  dignified  Quaker, 
presided  over  the  first  convention,  and 
his  noble  wife  Lucretia,  and  her  sister 
Martha  Wright,  and  Fred«ric  Douglass 
were  the  leading  speakers.  Paulina  Wright 
Davis  called  the  first  conveniiin  in  old 
Massachusettt*,  and  Lucy  Stone  kept  the 

wpt-ohfirpa  of  U^iett^  b'lrn'.^.'^  t,b.;i"t  "iTA'.V-  

the  day  of  her  death,  t  She  was  the  "first 
woman  in  the  nation  to  protest  against  the 
marriage  laws  at  the  altar,  and  to  manifest 
Bu£Qcient  self-respect  to  keep  her  own 
name,  to  represent  her  individual  exist- 
ence through  life.  Frances  D.  Qige  re- 
sponded to  the  call  for  Ohio,  Mary  F. 
Thomas  for  Indiana,  Lucinda  Scone  for 
Michigan,  Mary  Grew  for  Pennsylvania, 
Elizabeth  B.  Chace  for  Rhode  Island. 
Earnestine  L.  Rose,  a  beautiful  Polish 
lady,  and  Antoinette  Brown,  made  their 
appeals  in  most  of  the  States  and  before 
several  legislative  assemblies.  Matilda 
Joslyn  Gage  and  Susan  B.  Anthony 
made  their  ddbut  on  our  platform  in 
1852.  Later  came  Mary  A.  Livermore, 
IsaDella  Beecher  Hooker  and  Julia  Ward 
Howe,  Rev.  Phebe  Hannaford,  Rev. 
Olympia  Brown  and  others,  who  all  did 
good  service.  Those  who  follow  will  pay 
fitting  tributes  to  all  these  noble  women. 
I  have  just  two  thoughts  I  wish  to  em- 
phasize: 

1.  Woman's  sphere.  That  ground  has 
been  travelled  over  so  often  that  there  is 
not  a  single  tree  nor  fiower  nor  blade  of 
grass  to  be  found  anywhere.  Yet  excur- 
sions of  men  are  CiBtifiually  g-^: to  £t:;  < 
vey  that  old  worn-out  laad.  Ever  since 
Eve  left  Paradise,  the  trend  of  thou(,'ht 
has  been  in  the  direction  of  womaa's 
sphere.  Thoee  who  could  write  in  prose 

•  The  first  Woman's  Rights  ConTention  held  in 
Massacbuaetta,  which  was  also  the  first  National 
Woman's  Rights  Coavention  held  anywhere, 
met  at  Worcester  in  1850.  It  was  called  by 
Harriot  K.  Hunt,  Eiiza  J  Kenney,  Lacy  Stone, 
Abiiy  Kelley  Foster,  Paulina  Wright  Daria, 
Dora  raft,  and  Eliaa  J.  I'aft.— Eds.  W^oman's 

JOUBirAI-. 

t  Lucy  Stone  gave  her  fi'st  lecture  for  woman 
tnffrdBe  in  1847,  and  daring  the  next  ten  years 
travelled  throai;h  a  large  part  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  ligbting  np  "the  watcbfirei 
of  liberty"  all  along  her  way.— Koi.  Womak'i 
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or  verse  have  written  about  it ;  those  who 
could  orate  have  talked  about  it.  States- 
men have  declared  its  limits  in  laws  and 
constitutions;  bishops  in  Scriptures  and 
sermons ;  editors  in  journals,  and  scientists 
in  osseous  formations,  muscles,  nerves, 
and  the  size  and  quality  of  the  feminine 
brain.  They  have  all  sung  in  chorus  the 
same  old  song,  and  will  continue,  like 
Poe's  raven,  to  sing  it  "evermore,"  unless 
some  one  shall  arise  to  solve  this  tangled 
problem.    Fortunately,  to  remove  this 
subject  from  human  thought  and  give 
place  to  more  profitable  discussions,  I 
arose  on  the  12  h  of  November,  in  the 
3  ear  of  our  Lord  1815,  and  have  spent  a 
great  part  of  my  life  in  elucidating  this 
question.   I  propose  now  to  give  you  the 
result  of  my  explorations.   Those  who 
are  capable  of  drawing  logical  conclusions 
iT&ta  feiVi,  ^\\\  Ift.'s.i^  nto.'A  taisft  to-xLi^ht 
with  their  minds  forever  at  rest  as  to  the 
limits  of  woman's  sphere.   While  Frank- 
lin, Kane,  Greeley  and  Peary  have  been 
sailing  'mid  the  Polar  ices  to  find  the  North 
Pole,  1  have  been  travelling  in  the  realm  of 
the  possibilities  to  find  woman's  sphere 
and  the  voting  poll.   Spyglass  in  hand,  I 
crossed  the  imaginary  lines  of  diameter 
and  circumference  bounding  its  limits ;  I 
took  reckonings  atevery  degree  of  lati  ude 
and  longitude;  in  the  temperate,  frigid 
and  torrid,  Arctic  and  Antarctic  zones.  In 
halting  one  day,  I  found  an  old  document, 
said  to  have  oeen  written  at  the  dawn  of 
creation,  when  the  Gods  were  in  consulta- 
tion about  the  creation  of  man.  They 
said: 

"Let  us  make  man  in  our  own  image, 
male  and  female,  and  give  them  dominion 
over  the  whole  earth  and  every  living 
thing  therein." 

They  did  so.   Here  we  have  the  first 
title-deed  to  this  green  earth,  given  alike 
to  man  and  woman,  and  the  first  hint  of 
"God's   Intentions."    Those  who  will 
make  some  logical  concessions  must  admit 
that  wherever  woman  has  been  and  main- 
tained a  foothold,  and  whatever  she  has 
»  done  and  done  weH-,  it  must  have  been  the 
"Creator's  intentions"  that  she  should 
occupy  that  position  and  do  that  special 
work.  Unless  you  admit  this,  you  im- 
peach the  wisdom  of  the  Creator  and  ex- 
alt the  woman  as  able  to  set  at  defiance 
the  laws  of  her  beicg.   While  everything 
In  the  universe  moves  according  to  im- 
mutable law,  the  sun,  the  moon,  the  scars 
and  every  planet  revolving  in  its  own 
elliptic,  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the 
air,  all  ia  their  appointed  places,  moving 
in  harmony  togetber,  how  can  woman 
get  out  of  her  sphere?  The  moment  you 
declare  she  is,  you  make  he  r  all-powerlul, 
greater  than  her  Maker.   To  do  this  she 
must  defy  the  laws  of  attraction,  cohesion 
and  gravitation,  the  centripetal  and  cen- 
trifugal forces,  the  positive  and  negative 


electricity,  to  be  scattered  into  space 
herself,  and  be  seen  no  more  forever. 

Instead  of  this  fatal  escapade,  lo!  she 
is  here;  tied  to  the  planet  just  as  man  Is, 
and  compelled  to  follow  In  his  footsteps. 
He  Is  happy  and  contented,  and  always 
stays  In  his  sphere,  and  nobody  writes 
nor  talks  about  it.  He  has  gone  every- 
where, and  done  everything  his  genius 
made  possible.  Diving  to  ocean  depths,  he 
gives  us  pictures  of  coral  caves  and  the 
monsters  of  the  sea;  sailing  with  his 
balloon  in  the  blue  ether,  he  tells  us  of  the 
won(iers  above  the  clouds.  With  his 
railroads  he  has  linked  together  the 
Rocky  and  Alleghany  mountains,  th« 
Atlantic  and  Pacific,  and  with  his  ocean 
cable  he  has  anchored  continents  side  by 
side  and  welded  the  nations  of  the  earth 
in  one.  The  seven  wonders  of  the  world 
sa         telbates,  tO-hifljgeniBi;Jdifi. 
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magnificent  cathedrals,  the  museums,  the 
librarie8,the  art  galleries— all  proclaim  his 
divine  origin,  his  creative  power. 

He  has  labored  by  turns  In  every  de- 
partment of  science  and  industry,  and 
has  gathered  knowledge  and  riches  from 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  He  has  filled 
all  stations,  high  and  low,  governed 
nations,  led  armies,  and  by  his  marvellous 
Inventlo  s  has  shifted  the  heavy  burdens 
of  labor  from  human  shoulders  to  tireless 
machines.  Every  day  he  has  some  new 
surprise  in  store  for  us,  and  new  promises 
of  the  future,  when  we  are  to  make  the 
journey  of  life  by  electricity,  when  all 
our  present  modes  of  locomotion,  even  the 
bicycle,  will  be  thrown  Into  the  shade. 
He  will  thus  make  life  like  a  sweet  dreamt 
the  realization  of  a  fairy  land. 

Thus  we  see  that  women  need  no  longer 
knit  or  weave,  make  butter  or  cheese. 
Cunning  arms  and  fingers  of  steel  now  do 
it  all.     Women  need  no  longer  cook  or 
wash  or  iron,  or  bake  or  brew;  for 
men  do  it  all  in  restaurants,  laundries, 
bakeries  and  breweries.   Women  need  no 
longer  sew,  for  with  cuning  machines 
men  now  make  underclothes  for  womea 
and  children,  and  even  the  man-milllaer 
bonnets  and  the  tailor-made  dresses  are 
\<$ilperior  to  what  women  themselves  can 
produce.   And  man  Is  not  only  maklag 
our  earthly  dwelling  all  that  we  could 
desire,  but  he  Is  giving  us  new  and  do* 
lightful  anticipations  of  the  life  to  come. 
Learued  revising  committees  have  cast 
serious  doubts  on  the  Inferno  and  the 
Prince  of  Darkness.   They  have  even,  in 
the  last  version  of  the  New  Testament, 
eli  nlnated  the  words  "hell"  and  '  ever- 
lasting punishment,"  a  most  praiseworthy 
concession  to  the  emotional  nature  of 
women  and  children.   They  have  even 
added  some  new  touches  of  gladness  and 
hosplcallty  to  our  heavealy  home.  In- 
stead of  a  knrmg  Judge,  driving  three- 
fourths  of  the  human  race  like  goats  into 


outer  darkness  and  despair,  we  have  pict- 
ures of  a  loviDg  Father  who  welcomes 
us  to  his  presence;  iastead  of  a  bigoted 
Peter  at  the  gate  qa<>8tioning  our  entrance 
there,  smiling  angels   open  wide  the 

Eortals,  and  all  shades  and  colors  of 
umanlty  walk  in  together— Jew  and 
Gentile,  bond  and  free,  white  and  black, 
rich  and  poor,  male  and  female,  without 
regard  to  color,  sex  or  previous  condition 
of  servitude. 

This  is  the  beautiful  vision  liberal  Doc- 
tors of  Divinity  and  Spiritualists  give  us  of 
the  future.  Milton  and  Dante,  tbev  say, 
threw  their  doleful  poems  into  the  Jordan 
as  they  passed  over;  and  Swedenborg,  on 
the  shore,  got  out  an  expurgated  edition 
of  his  melancholy  prose  writings.  Now, 
I  suppose,  carping  women  all  over  the 
house  are  saying  to  their  neighbors, 
"  Where  do  we  come  in  ?  If  man  ia  such  a 

where  is  our  sphere?"  Why,  it  is  plain  to 
every  rational  mind  that  if  man  is  every- 
where and  woman  of  necessity  must 
remain  on  the  planet,  then  their  sphere  is 
the  same.  They  are  and  ever  must  be 
indlssolubly  bound  together,  as  mother, 
father,  husband,  wife,  brother,  sister,  in 
childhood,  in  marriage,  in  all  lifers  strug- 
gles, ever  sharing  each  other's  joys  and 
Borrows.  With  tears  of  aftection  and 
immortal  wreaths  they  perform  the  last 
Bad  (  ffices  of  love  and  friendship  for  each 
other,  and  in  the  bosom  of  mother  earth, 
side  by  side,  they  rest  at  last  together. 

Yes,  the  spheres  of  man  and  woman  are 
the  same,  with  different  duties  according 
to  the  capacity  of  the  individual.  Woman, 
like  all  created  things,  lives,  moves  and 
has  her  being  obedient  to  law,  explor- 
ing with  man  the  mysteries  of  the  uni- 
verse and  speculating  on  the  glories  of  the 
hereafter.  In  the  words  of  Tennyson,  they 
must  be  together : 

•'Everywhere 
Two  heads  in  conncii,  two  beside  the  hearth, 
Two  m  the  tanfcl' d  hnsiness  of  the  world, 
Two  Id  the  liberal  oflSces  of  life, 
Two  plammets  dropped  for  one  to  soand  the 
abyss 

Of  science,  and  the  secrets  of  the  mind." 

The  question  is  no  longer  the  soh^Bf 
a  whole  sex,  but  of  each  individlTal. 
Women  are  now  in  the  trades  and  profes- 
sions, everywhere  in  the  world  of  work. 
They  have  shown  their  capacity  as  stu- 
dents in  the  sciences,  their  skill  as  mari- 
ners before  the  mast,  their  courage  as  res- 
cuers in  life-boats.  They  are  close  on  the 
heels  of  man  in  the  arts,science8,  and  litera- 
ture; in  their  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing of  the  vital  questions  of  the  hour,  and 
In  the  every-day,  practical  duties  of  life. 
Like  man,  woman's  sphere  is  in  the  whole 
universe  of  matter  and  mind,  to  do  what- 
ever she  can,  and  thus  prove  "the  inten- 
tions of  the  Creator." 


2  The  other  thought  I  would  emphaaizal 
ia  the  next  step  ia  progress  we  should 
take  in  our  march  to  compiete  emancipa- 
tion. We  who  have  made  our  demands 
on  the  State  have  nearly  fiaished  this 
battle.  The  principle  is  practically  con- 
ceded. 

<  We  now  have  full  suffrage  in  Colorado, 
Wyoming  and  Ucab;  municipal  suffrage 
in  the  great  State  of  Kansas,  and  acbool 
suffrage  in  half  the  States  of  the  Union. 
They  have  had  municloal  suffrage  in 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  some  form  of  suffrage, 
on  a  property  qualification,  either  In  per- 
son or  by  proxy,  in  several  European 
countries.  Most  of  those  who  fought  this 
batfJe  have  phased  to  another  aphere  of 
action,  and  our  younger  ciadjutora  will 
ere  long,  like  Miriam  of  old,  witb  timbrels 
and  dances  and  songs  of  victory,  lead 
hosts  of  women  ijiro  t^e_groinl8ed 
land  of  freedom.  As  learned  bishops  ancT 
editors  of  religious  ncvspapers  are  warn- 
ing us  against  farther  demands  for  new 
liberties,  and  clergymen  are  still  preach- 
ing sermons  on  the  "rib  origin,"  and 
refuse  to  receive  women  as  delegates  to 
thfir  synods,  it  is  evident  that  our  de- 
mands for  pqaai  recognition  should  now 
be  made  of  the  Church  for  the  same 
rights  we  have  asked  of  the  State  for  the 
last  fifty  years,  for  the  same  rights,  prlvl- 
legea  and  Immunities  that  men  enjoy.  We 
must  demand  that  the  canon  law,  the 
Mosaic  code,  the  Scriptures,  prayer  books 
and  liturgies  be  purged  of  ail  invidious 
distinctions  of  sex,  of  all  false  teaching 
as  to  woman's  origin,  character  and  des- 
tiny. To  make  her  the  author  of  slh, 
cursed  In  her  maternity,  a  smordloate  in 
marriage,  an  afterthought  In  the  creation, 
and  all  by  the  coaamand  of  God,  was  so  to 
overweight  her  la  the  scale  of  being  that 
centuries  of  civillzitloa  have  not  as  yet 
been  able  to  lift  the  burden.  Charles 
Kingsley  said  long  ago,  'This  will  never 
be  a  good  world  for  women  until  the  last 
remnant  of  the  Ciuonlaw  is  swept  frim 
the  face  of  the  earth,"  and  Lord 
Brougham  echoed  back  the  same  senti- 
ment as  to  the  civil  law  for  women.  "It 
Is,"  said  he,  "a  dl-igrace  to  the  Christian- 
ity and  civilizitlon  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury." Here  Is  the  opinion  of  two  dlatln- 
guished  men  as  to  woman's  degraded 
position  under  the  canon  and  civil  law  In 
Church  and  State.  C*n  It  be  that  what 
such  men  see  and  denounce  women  them- 
selTdS  do  not  feel  and  repudUte? 

2.  Wo  must  demand  an  eq  ial  place  In 
the  offices  of  the  Church,  as  pastors, 
elders,  deacons;  an  equal  voice  In  the 
creeds,  disclplioe,and  all  business  matters, 
in  synods,  conferences  and  general  asaem- 

Women  of  wealth  are  all  the  time  glv- 
Ing  large  sums  of  money  to  budd  aud 


maintain  churches;  they  fill  the  pews 
each  retorning  Sunday;  they  swell  the 
numbers  of  the  devotees;  they  supply  the 
eDtbuslasm  for  revival  seasons,  and  wor- 
ship the  priesthood.  They  ar«  ever  Invsl 
to  the  sons  of  Aaron,  the  house  of  Levi, 
the  very  powtrs  that  throuKh  the  cen- 
turies have  done  more  to  block  their  way 
to  freedom  than  all  other  influences  put 
tr  get  her.  It  is  the  perversion  ol  the  re- 
ligious element  in  woman  tbst  has  held 
her  for  ages  the  patient  victim  under  the 
ear  of  Jujrgernaut,  on  the  funeral  pyre, 
in  iron  shoes,  in  the  Turkish  harem,  in 
the  Catholic  nunnery,  and  in  the  Protes* 
tant  world  beggars  ever  for  fairs,  dona- 
tion parties,  church  decorations,  em- 
broideries of  altar  cloths,  surplices  and 
slippers.  In  return  for  this  devotion 
they  are  entertained  with  sermons  from 
the  texts:  '  I  si.fler  not  a  woman  to 
iipeak  in  tbe>  ybnr^hep "Aa  Christ,  ii»  t.h*i 
bead  of  the  Church,  bo  is  man  the  head  of 
the  woaan." 

3.  Women  must  demand  that  all  un- 
worthy r<  flections  on  the  dignity  and 
sscred  oflSce  of  the  mother  of  the  race  be 
ezpui  ged  from  religious  Iiterature,6uch  as 
the  allegrry  as  to  the  creation  of  wOTnan, 
and  Paul's  assumptions  an  to  her  Bocial 
Hat  us.  These  ideas  corflict  with  the 
Golden  Eule  and  the  fifth  commandment : 
"Honor  thy  mother,"  and  should  no 
longer  be  rehearsed  in  the  pulpit.  8ach 
lentiments  cannot  inspire  the  rising  gen- 
eration with  respect  for  their  mothers. 

4.  We  must  demand  that  the  pulpit  be 
BO  longer  desecrated  by  men  who  read 
passages  of  Scripture  or  preach  from 
texts  that  teach  the  subordination  of  one- 
half  the  human  race  to  the  other. 

What  Bight  could  be  more  inexpressibly 
tad  arr)  comic  tban  a  joung  man  fresh 
from  Princeton,  preaching  bis  first  ser- 
mon to  a  congregbtion  of  educated  middle- 
aged  women  from  the  text:  "Wives,  obey 
your  husbands;"  "If  j/ou  would  know 
anythirg.  ask  }Our  husbands  at  home." 
In  view  of  the  character  and  higher 
education  of  the  women  of  the  present 
day,  the  time  has  fully  come  for  the 
Church  to  take  an  advance  step  on  this 
question.  Jewish  omen  should  demand 
an  expurgated  edition  of  their  liturgy.  It 
must  be  very  humiliating  to  them  to  have 
every  n  an  statd  up  in  the  Synagogue 
each  returnir  g  Sabbath  day,  and  say  :  "I 
thaiik  thee,  O  Lord,  that  I  v^as  not  born 
a  woman."  Mothing  that  has  ever  ema- 
nated from  the  brain  of  man  is  too  sacred 
to  be  revised  and  corrected.  Our  National 
Constiiuiion  has  been  ameuded  fifteen 
tin  es,  our  English  system  of  jurispru- 
derce  has  been  essentially  modified  in 
the  interest  of  woman,  to  keep  pace 
with  sdvaijcing  civilization.  And  now  the 
time  baa  come  to  amend  and  modify  the 
laws,  prajer-booki,  liturgies  and 


Bibles.  Oladstone  said  the  American 
Constitution,  considering  the  circnm* 
stances  under  which  it  was  written,  is  the 
most  wonderful  document  that  ever 
emanated  frotn  the  braia  of  man.  Yet 
from  tioae  to  time,  with  the  growth  of  t>ie 
people,  amendments  were  demanded.  So 
with  our  statute  laws.  Why  should  we 
hold  the  Mosaic  code  and  church  decre- 
tals more  sacred  tban  the  Saxon  civil 
code  and  the  legal  opinions  of  Blackstone, 
Story  and  Kent?  The  trouble  in  both 
cases  is  that  the  laws  and  customs  la 
Church  and  State  alike  are  behind  the 
public  sentiment  of  our  day  and  genera- 
tion. 

Woman's  imperative  duty  at  this  hour 
is  to  demand  a  thorough  revision  of  creeds 
and  codes,  Scriptures  and  tionstitutions. 
Petitions  for  a  sixteenth  amendment  to 
the  National  Constitution  for  the  enfran- 

presented  to  Congress  for  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century.  Similar  petitions  fur  equal 
recognition  in  the  Church  should  now 
every  year  press  into  the  synods,  confer- 
ences and  general  assemblies. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  a  church  in  Illi- 
nois was  rent  in  twain  because  some 
women  persisted  in  praying  in  the  weekly 
meetings.  Ten  years  ago  the  Presbyterian 
General  Assembly  discussed  this  question 
for  three  days,  and  finally  adopted  a  reso- 
lution leaving  the  matter  to  the  discretion 
of  the  pastor.  Now  women  not  only  pray 
in  church  meetings,  but  on  many  pabllo 
occasions,  in  missionary  and  charitable 
conventions.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Mei  hodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  by  a  large  ma^jrity,  voted 
down  a  resolution  to  ordain  women  as 
missionaries,  and  four  years  ago  they 
voted  down  a  resolution  to  ordain  women 
as  lay  delegates;  while  thus  far  this 
autumn  every  State  conference  held  has 
given  a  majority  vote  in  favor  of  women 
88  lay  dele  ates.  Last  May  (1895),  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  California  passed  a 
resolution  that  women  might  vote  in  ves- 
try meetings,  and  also  be  eligible  ag 
church  I  flloers.  When  the  Church  obeys 
the  command,  "Honor  thy  mother."  and 
fB^  State  heeds  the  declaration,  "Equal 
rights  to  all";  when  the  two  powers  jjin 
hands  to  exalt  the  mother  of  the  race, 
who  has  gone  to  the  very  gates  of  death 
to  give  every  man  life  and  immortality, 
then  we  shall  see  the  dawn  of  a  new  day 
in  woman's  emancipation.  When  sha 
awakes  to  the  beauty  of  science,  philoso- 
phy, true  religion  and  pure  government, 
then  will  the  first  note  of  harmony  be 
touched;  then  will  the  great  organ  of 
humanity  be  played  on  all  its  keys,  with 
every  stop  rightly  adjusted,  and  with 
louder,  loftier  strains,  WfA  the  march  of 
civilization  will  be  immeasurably  qaick- 
«ned. 


